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Proud Galleries is pleased to present The Dior Collection, an exhibition of fashion 

photography showcasing the legendary designs of Christian Dior and its enduring impact 

on the fashion world. The House of Dior is renowned for revitalising both haute couture 

and ready-to-wear fashion in the 20th Century and its legacy continues to inspire modern 

style. Documenting this remarkable brand throughout its first two decades, the exhibition 

displays the iconic works of Horst P. Horst, Mark Shaw, Norman Parkinson, Jerry 

Schatzberg and Bert Stern. From the polished editorial shots capturing well-known 

figures for Life magazine, to behind-the-scenes studio snapshots, The Dior Collection 

explores the creation of this revolutionary luxury brand and its reinvention of the female 

silhouette. 

Since creating his namesake fashion company in 1946, Christian Dior has become 

recognised as one of the founding figures of haute couture. After a meeting with 

entrepreneur Marcel Boussac, Christian Dior was invited to design for Philippe et 

Gaston, a Paris fashion house. Dior, who had been working in fashion for almost ten 

years, instead launched a new label under his own name, and with Boussac’s approval 

and sponsorship, the House of Dior was born. 

In 1947, Christian Dior presented his first show, ‘Corolle’. Fabric rationing from the Second World War had ended and Dior relished an opportunity 

to step away from the conservational silhouettes of wartime styles, calling them "hideous and repellent". His new, fresh designs presented in 

‘Corolle’ became synonymous with the feminine and voluptuous. The show made the cover of Life magazine and was dubbed “The New Look” by 

Harper’s Bazaar, who described the designs as “a curving, opulent day silhouette that is the most elegant fashion for decades". Following Christian 

Dior’s death in 1957 and for the remainder of the decade, Christian Dior’s protégée Yves Saint Laurent took full creative control of the brand. YSL 

was nicknamed “The Little Prince of Fashion” by the press and his first show, a mere three months after Dior’s death, was given a standing ovation. 

In 1960, Marc Bohan's takeover was just as revitalising to the brand, as he “refined the lines, lengthened the silhouette and defined a look of 

dynamic femininity, freed of all constraints” (House of Dior).  

Through the lens of five photographers, The Dior Collection explores the rich heritage and metamorphosis of Christian Dior throughout its early 

years, as well as its legacy and impact on the fashion industry. The inimitable editorial works of Horst P. Horst sit beside those of Norman 

Parkinson; arguably two of the most renowned fashion photographers of the era, Horst’s style is distinctly sophisticated with an avant-garde 

influence, while Parkinson’s shots rely on his mischievous eye and rejection of the formal studio setting. The playful and energetic studio shots of 

Jerry Schatzberg feature an insider’s perspective into the world of models and designers, recording not only Dior’s elegant and luxurious designs, 

but also capturing a glimpse of the process of ‘60s studio fashion photography. Also presented in the exhibition are many noteable figures gracing 

editorial pages in the most coveted Dior designs, from Mark Shaw’s works for Life magazine featuring Elizabeth Taylor, to Bert Stern’s iconic 

snaps of Marilyn Monroe. 

The Dior Collection brings together a remarkable selection of photography, highlighting the brand’s unique formative years through the works of 

leading fashion photographers from the 20th Century. The exhibition presents a scoping overview of the label by collating images of the classic 

early designs and exploring them through a contemporary lens. By revisiting the roots of this exceptional brand, The Dior Collection aims to 

showcase the style, innovation and creativity developed by the legendary House of Christian Dior. 
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Proud Galleries was founded in London in 1998, showcasing landmark photography exhibitions with a popular culture focus. Since 
the gallery’s inception, it has worked with major photographers, archives and acclaimed personalities such as Rankin, Brian Duffy 
and Norman Parkinson to bring rare fine art photography to a wider audience. As the gallery reaches its 20th anniversary, the new 
flagship venue Proud Central continues to expand its collection, bringing Proud’s diverse exhibition program to the Strand in central 
London. 
 
FOR FURTHER EXHIBITION INFORMATION, SERIAL RIGHTS / USE OF PICTURES / INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES 
CONTACT: 

Leia Jennings:  +44(0) 20 7839 4942 | leia@proud.co.uk | www.proud.co.uk  

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

• Any objection to these terms and conditions is to be made in writing to Leia Jennings of Proud Galleries within five (5) days of 
receipt of this submission memo 

• As the recipient you agree to indemnify Proud Galleries with respect to any claims or damages or any loss or costs arising in 
any manner from the reproduction, without proper reduction rights of any picture supplied to you by Proud Galleries 

• While Proud Galleries takes all reasonable care in the performance of this agreement generally Proud Galleries shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage suffered by the recipient or by any third party arising from the use or reproduction of any material 

• In case of printed publications, two copies of the relevant pages containing any material supplied are to be furnished free of 
charge within two weeks 

 
ACCREDITATION 
 

• Unless otherwise agreed in writing if any material reproduced by the media omits the copyright/accreditation notice relating to 
the material and specified by Proud Galleries, reproduction fee of £1000 shall be administered per image 

 
COPYRIGHT 
 
All copyright remains with the Artists 
   
Picture by-lines for each artist with copyright symbol must run adjacent to any images thus: 
 
Images courtesy of: Proud Galleries © xxx 
 
EDITORIAL 
 

• The name and date of exhibition/event/fair must be credited at the beginning of any editorial 

• Full details on the artists and Proud Galleries must be summarised below any images or at the end of any editorial including: 

• xxx, 7th February 2019 – 7th April 2019, Proud Galleries 

• www.proud.co.uk       
 
Any omittance of these details will incur a reproduction fee per image. 
 

 

Launch     6th February 
 
Dates        7th February 2019 – 7th April 2019 
 
Times       Monday to Saturday: 10am till 7pm 

                 Sunday: 10am till 6pm 

 Entry       Free 

 
 
Address  
 
 
  
 
Website 
 
Interviews  

  Proud Central 
  32 John Adam Street 
  London  
  WC2N 6BP 
 
   www.proud.co.uk 
 
   Details upon request. 

http://www.proud.co.uk/
http://www.proud.co.uk/


 
 
USE OF IMAGES 
 

• All usage of pictures must be first approved in writing by Leia Jennings of Proud Galleries. 
 

• A maximum of 2 free press images can be used per piece of coverage unless otherwise agreed in writing with Leia Jennings at 
Proud Galleries.  

 

• All pictures must be used within two (2) weeks of receipt unless otherwise agreed in writing with Leia Jennings at Proud Galleries.  
 

• Material shall not be copied or loaned, and no use whatsoever shall be made of it by the recipient without the written consent of 
Proud Galleries. 

 

• Save for the purpose of production for the license due images may not be stored in any electronic medium without the written 
permission of Proud Galleries. 

 

• Material shall not be altered, added to, have any part deleted or otherwise manipulated without the written consent of Proud 
Galleries. 

 
 

 


